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APA 7th Edition: In-text Citations 
 
When do I cite? 
Cite when you are using any work (information, ideas, data, statistics, images, and more) that is not your own. 
You’ll do this by either quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing from that work. A correct citation has two parts: 

1. The References list (for APA) is an alphabetical list of citations for the sources you used in your own 
work (a paper or other type of presentation). A References page should appear at the end of your work.  

2. In-text citations. Use in-text citations in the body of your work each time you use material from outside 
sources. Each brief in-text citation corresponds to its full citation in the References list; every citation in 
your References list should appear somewhere in your paper, and every in-text citation in your paper 
should appear on your References list with very few exceptions. 

In-text citation examples in APA style 
In-text citations include the author, publication year, and page number separated from each other by commas. 

Quoting 
When you quote from a source, use the source’s exact words and enclose them in quotation marks. You also 
include an in-text citation. The examples below include in-text citations with author, date of publication, and 
page number. 

v Rule and example: Introduce the quotation with a signal phrase that includes the author's last name 
followed by the date of publication in parentheses. Put the page number in parentheses at the end of the 
quotation before the ending punctuation mark. 

As Davis (1978) commented, "If the existence of a signing ape was unsettling for linguists, it was also startling 
news for animal behaviorists" (p. 26). 
 
v Rule and example: When the author's name does not appear in the signal phrase, place the author's name, 

the date, and the page number in parentheses at the end of the quotation.  

"If the existence of a signing ape was unsettling for linguists, it was also startling news for animal behaviorists" 
(Davis, 1978, p. 26). 
 
Full APA References citation for the source quoted from above: a print book:  
 
Davis, F. (1978). Eloquent animals: A study in animal communication: How chimps lie, whales sing, and slime 

molds pass the message along. Coward, McCann & Geoghegan Publishers.  
 

---------------------------------------- 
 
Paraphrasing (preferred method for APA style papers) 
When paraphrasing from a source, express yourself when presenting the ideas and information from the source. 
While you will want to convey the facts from the source, write it in a voice that is natural for you, and consider 
how you might write it relative to your thesis and/or related to other ideas from the sources you use. Do not be 
afraid to interpret. A paraphrase is generally as long as the passage you are paraphrasing from the source. Do 



not use quotation marks. Although some instructors may require them, the rules of APA do not require page 
numbers for paraphrased material. 
 
Examples of paraphrasing the previous quote using voice and interpretation: 2 styles of in-text citation: 
 
According to Davis (1978), the existence of a signing ape had suddenly upended what linguists and animal 
behaviorists had previously believed about language and communication.   
 
The existence of a signing ape had suddenly upended what linguists and animal behaviorists had previously 
believed about language and communication (Davis, 1978).  

Summarizing 
When summarizing, state the main ideas or points of the original source in your own words. What makes a 
summary different from a paraphrase? While a paraphrase captures a small passage from a larger source, a 
summary captures the main idea(s) of an entire work.  

v The example below is a summary of the entire book, quoted and paraphrase from, above. Notice its brevity 
– only one sentence. 

Davis (1978) demonstrates that lessons learned from animal communication can be directly applied to 
continuing discoveries about human communication. 

---------------------------------------- 
 
Additional APA rules and examples for in-text citations 

 
v Work with up to two authors: In all in-text citations for the work, list both authors every time you cite 

them. 
 
Patterson and Linden (1981) agreed that the gorilla Koko acquired language more slowly than a 
developmentally normative speaking child. 
 
Full APA References citation for the source quoted from above: a print book:  
 
Patterson, F. & Linden, E. (1981). The education of Koko. Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 

v Work with 3 or more authors: list the first author’s name followed by et al. (short for the Latin “et alia” 
meaning “and others”). In the following example, this student is citing the following article:  

The study revealed a fluctuating divorce rate in Middletown between the 1920s and the 1970s (Caplow et al., 
1982). 
 
Full APA References citation for the source quoted from above: a print book:  
 
Caplow, T., Bahr, H. M., Chadwick, B. A., Hill, R. & Williamson, M. H. (1982). Middletown families: Fifty 

years of change and continuity. University of Minnesota Press, 
 
v Association, government agency, or corporation as author 

 
First citation: (National Institute of Mental Health [NIMH], 1996); Later citations: (NIMH, 1996) 
 



v No listed author, for example, an entry in a dictionary:  

The original definition of “awful” in Old English was something positive, meaning full of awe (“Awful”, 2007). 
 
Awful. (2007). In Merriam-Webster Dictionary of Etymology (12th ed.). Merriam-Webster. 


