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Thesis Statements 
 

The thesis statement focuses the essay by stating the main idea of the paper and limiting the 

topic. A thesis is often only one sentence in length, though it may be longer for some 

assignments. Most readers expect to find your thesis at the end of the introduction, where it gains 

emphasis. 

 

The thesis statement is the “road map” of your paper, directing you as you write it and guiding 

the reader through it.  

Do  

• Know your essay’s type.  

• Make a statement.  

• Make a debatable claim.  

• Be specific  

Don’t  

• Announce the thesis, e.g. “This paper will discuss….”  

• Announce yourself, e.g. “I am going to prove that….”  

• Ask a question.  

• Leave your reader asking “How?” or “Why?” 

 

Creating a Thesis Statement 

 a) Start by directly answering the question asked on the test (or in the assignment).  

 

Ex: How does climate change affect humans?  

a. Climate change affects our environment and our food supply. 

  

b) If the assignment does not have a specific question, create one to answer. 

Ex: Describe the ways in which climate change affects humans. In what ways 

does climate change affect humans? 
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c) Keep asking questions to clarify and specify. ASK:  Why does this matter? 

 

This is where you will do some brainstorming to get those specific answers. You should 

not be able to answer the question off the top of your head—if you can, your paper might 

be too shallow.  

Ex: Climate change affects food supplies by creating more intense weather, which 

can lead to drought, flooding, and shifting of plant and animals living zones. 

 

Qualities of a Good Thesis Statement 

1.  It is a statement. It is not a question, nor is it a phrase.  A good thesis statement is a 

complete   sentence. 

2. It takes a stand. 

 BAD: There are positives and negatives to owning a cat. (doesn’t take a stand AND is 

vague) 

Good: Because cat ownership can come with many responsibilities, such as fulfilling the 

animal’s daily needs and providing veterinary care, only mature individuals should get a 

cat. 

3. It has an arguable/justifiable belief. 

BAD: The color pink is my favorite. (not supportable with outside evidence) 

GOOD: While most people associate pink with young girls, its historical connection with 

males and its calming properties make it the most appropriate color to use for any child’s 

bedroom. 

4. It’s specific. 

 BAD: There are many reasons for people being unemployed. 

GOOD: High teenage unemployment rates in America are a result of a weak economic 

recovery and a high minimum wage. 

 


